


MEMBERS’ CORNER - BENEFITS BEYOND EXPECTATIONS
(Janie and Al Groves)
Our WorldView Editor, Bernie Lovejoy, asked me to write an article 

on what our membership in SACIV has meant to us and relating some 

of our experiences hosting international visitors.  Over the years, our 

experience has brought benefits vastly beyond our expectations.  We 

were intrigued by the idea of meeting people from all over the world, 

sharing our lives and showing off our community.  We hoped to learn 

about their lives, their families and their culture. 

All in all, it seemed an unparalleled bargain for the nominal cost of  

membership and the work and expense that comes with providing a 

meal.  And sure enough, we have had wonderful experiences.  The 

visitors we have met have provided more than information -- they 

have provided treasured memories and appreciation for people 

around the world.

But we have found another bonus---through our organization we have 

met a wide segment of our San Antonio community that is vitally 

interested in international relations. Some are near neighbors and 

others live across town, but all have an international perspective and 

an acute interest in what is going on in the world.  So, if you are a 

member, we encourage you to  become more active in SACIV 

functions and in providing home hospitality.  If you are considering 

joining us, just do it -- you won’t be sorry.  We predict unforgettable 

memories.  

A few of our most memorable times hosting visitors include:
Ghana - We were scheduled to meet our visitor and his interpreter in 

the lobby of the Menger Hotel.  No problem in recognition -- he 

appeared in full native regalia, bright yellow flowing robe and 

headdress.  It was quite stunning, and on arrival at our home our 

children’s eyes looked like saucers.  Then, when I served hors 

d’oeuvres including pickled okra, our visitor became very excited.  

He wanted to know if I had more in the kitchen and if he could cook 

some.  It seemed that okra was a staple in his country and he had not 

had any in his many weeks of traveling.  I told him, “We have a garden 

and there is okra growing there right now.”  So, here we were with a 

yellow-robed African tribal leader picking okra in our Texas 

backyard.   He was as excited as if he had found diamonds or pearls. 

Later that evening, he recited some quite beautiful poetry from his 

country.  In essence it was a wish that our children and his children 

would meet someday under the same sun and the same moon. And in a 

virtual sense, I’m sure they have.

Peru - A leading architect from Lima was studying WPA works from 

the depression era as a way to help Peru economically and with some 

of their infrastructure needs.  He was especially interested in our 

Riverwalk as it might apply to Lima’s Rimac River.  Since Al had 

done the plans and supervised construction of the first extension of 

the Riverwalk to be the entrance for the Hemisfair, as well as several 

riverwalks in other parts of the U.S., we were asked to host this 

visitor.  We took him on an extensive walking tour of the river and 

then had dinner at one of the Riverwalk restaurants.  Sometime later 

Al was invited to Peru to discuss the possibilities with our visitor and 

his uncle, the President.  It was an incredible visit.

Cont.

MANY THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING SUPPORTERS FOR 
THEIR ASSISTANCE WITH INTERNATIONAL VISITOR 
LEADERSHIP PROGRAMS

National Security and the Media - Margarita Valdez, Director, 
Mexican Independence Parade; Kousi Subramanian, President, 
San Antonio-Chennai Sister City Task Force; Professor Jeffrey 
Addicott, Director, Anti-Terrorism Law Center, St. Mary's 
University;  Lynda Johnson, Transportation Security 
Administration; Jose Vega, City's chief of Protocol; Ms. C. Schneid, 
instructors and students, Texas Episcopal School.  SACIV 
members Jim and Andrea Eskin, Bob and Dr Christine Lavelle 
and Dr. Linda Psalmonds provided hospitality and Ralph Lopez 
assisted with transportation.  In addition, Dr. Vish Viswanathan of 
the Indian Association of San Antonio helped with home hospitality 
and the SA and Chennai Sister City Task Force hosted a luncheon 
for the visitors.

Promoting Tolerance Through the Arts - Al Rendon, 
Photographer & Owner, Al Rendon Photography and Fine Arts 
Gallery; Belinda Menchaca, Director, Guadalupe Cultural Arts 
Center; Cassandra Parker Nowick, Supervisor, The Carver 
Community Cultural Center; Amanda Haas, Staff/Buena Gente, 
Esperanza Peace and Justice Center; Amy Anderson, Director of 
Admissions and Kayla Collins, Administrative Assistant, Saint 
Mary's Hall School; Blanca Valdez, Administrative Assistant, 
Institute of Texan Cultures; Jessica Sanchez, Parent Liaison, Henry 
Ford Academy School for Art and Design. Special thanks to Cindy & 
Jerry Gomez, Kay Grosinske, Dr. Robert Huesca, James & 
Maxine Oesterling, and Karen Davis for providing home 
hospitality, sightseeing and transportation. Thanks also to Terri 
Carro for assisting with transportation.

Individual Program - Thailand - Charles Vaughn, Senior VP of 
Production, PBS Station KLRN; Bob Richter, Editor, San Antonio 
Express-News; Professor Jeffrey Addicott, Director, Anti-
Terrorism Law Center, and assistant Faith Campbell; Jerry Garza, 
Investigator, Sheriff's Dept. Human Trafficking Division.  SACIV 
members Jerry and Cindy Gomez provided hospitality and Jesse 
Reyes arranged for transportation.

Social Service Administration - Sharon Baughman, Director and 
Bill Mahoney, Program Director, Christian Senior Services; Alvin 
Lowenberg, President and CEO, Leo Cutliff, Jr., Executive VP of 
Operations, Jennifer Van Cleave, Director of Communications, 
Cordy Tostenson, Director of Admissions, Reagan Allen, VP, 
Marketing and Assisted Living, Morningside Ministries, and Shelly 
Pascale, Director, Morningside Ministries at the Chandler Estate; 
Linda Brandmiller, Director, Immigration Services, Catholic 
Charities; Diana Alcocer, Community Services Supervisor, City's 
Community Initiatives Dept.; Robert Marbut, Jr., President and 
CEO, Meghan Garza-Oswald, External Relations, Bryan Jones, 
Direct of Case Management, and Jessica Fernandez, Haven for 
Hope.  Many thanks also to Dr. Linda Psalmonds, Jerry and Cindy 
Gomez and to Al and Janie Groves for providing home hospitality. 

Trafficking in Persons - Fernando Garcia, U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection, Laredo; Randall Henderson, Asst. Field Office 
Director, Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), Pearsall; 
Jerry Garza, Investigator, Sheriff's Dept. Human Trafficking 
Division; Miriam Elizondo, Executive VP for Client Services, 
Rape Crisis Center; Juan Nieto, Case Manager, Catholic Charities 
Anti-Trafficking Program.  Thanks also to Bob and Dr, Christine 
Lavelle for providing home hospitality and to Gloria Almaraz, 
Program Coordinator, for assistance with transportation.

THEY WERE HERE FROM . . .

NATIONAL SECURITY AND THE MEDIA - INDIA - Mr. Sandeep 

Dikshit, Special Correspondent, The Hindu; Mr. Diwakar, Associate 

Editor, Times of India; Commodore R.S. Vasan (Ret'd), Head, Strategy 

and Security Center for Asia Studies; Dr. Liyakat Ayub Khan, Professor, 

Department of Civics and Politics, University of Mumbai; Mr. Wilson 

John Konengadan, Senior Fellow, Observer Research Foundation; Mr. 

Pranab Dhal Samanta, Chief, National Bureau, The Indian Express.
 
INDIVIDUAL PROGRAM - THAILAND - Mr. Korkhet Chantalertlak, 

Journalist, Bangkok.

PROMOTING TOLERANCE THROUGH THE ARTS - Mrs. Ma. 

Luisa Figueroa, Senior Advisor, new Museum of Remembrance, 

Presidential Commission on Human Rights, CHILE; Mr. Ishayahu 

Eliezer Landa Orlov, Administrative and Educational Director, Skizze 

Gallery, ISRAEL; Ms. Rusaila Issa Bazlamit, Lecturer, Faculty of 

Architecture and Built Environment, German Jordanian University, 

JORDAN; Mr. Manuel Silverio Goncalves Pocas, Music Promoter and 

Journalist, PORTUGAL; Ms Jumana Al-Yasiri, Consultant, Syria Trust 

for Development in the field of Arts and Culture, SYRIA; Ms. Naseem 

Koser, Founder and Director, Ulfah Arts, UNITED KINGDOM; Ms. 

Nasreem Nafta, Coordinator, Culture and Arts Program, A.M. Qattan 

Foundation, WEST BANK. 

SOCIAL SERVICE ADMINISTRATION - PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF 

CHINA - Mr. Jinghan Guo, Deputy Director, Civil Affairs Bureau; Mr. 

Guoliang Han, Deputy Director, Finance & Economic Committee, 

People's Congress; Ms. Li Kai, Interpreter, Foreign & Overseas Chinese 

Affairs Office; Ms. Yuehua Li, Chief, Social Welfare Section, Civil 

Affairs Bureau; Mr. Yanbo Liu, Director, No. 3 Retirement House; Ms. 

Haiyan Wang, Chief, Social Affairs Section, Civil Affairs Bureau; Mr. 

Jingpu Wang; Deputy Secretary General, CPC Harbin Committee; Ms. 

Yunying Wang, Researcher, Personnel & Education Section, Civil 

Affairs Bureau; Mr. Lixin Yang, Director, Ankang Retirement House; 

Mr. Xiude Zhang, Director, Funeral & Interment Administration.

TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS - MONTENEGRO - Mr. Zoran Ulama, 

National Coordinator for Combating Trafficking in Persons; Ms. 

Daliborka Mugosa, Senior Advisor to the National Coordinator.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Our roll of “Citizen Diplomats” now includes Virginia & Todd Arvidson, 

James Lifshutz, Ken & Hildegard Taylor, Fred & Susan Solis, and 

Donald & Mary Lou Wilson.  We extend a war welcome and look 

forward to working with you in the future.

CHRISTMAS PARTY CONTRIBUTORS
Thanks to the following for their contributions to our Christmas Party 

Silent Auction effort:

1. Cha Cha's @Babcock location-Bania Ruiz

2. Maxine and Jim Oesterling-SACIV Members

3.Tio's Mexican Restaurant-Estella Aguilar

4. Healing Spirit Massage Therapy- Michelle Anderson

5. Little Egypt- Brenda McFarlane-SACIV Member

SACIV’S HOLIDAY CELEBRATION SETS THE STAGE FOR 
AN EVENTFUL 2010
Some 80+ members and guests gathered at the International Center, 
University of the Incarnate Word, on December 11 to mark the 
holiday season with our traditional party -- notable for good food, 
good fellowship, the table decorating contest, and gift and ornament 
exchanges centered around the Christmas tree.  In addition, this 
year’s event included some very non-traditional items, including 
major announcements, a very special guest, a new raffle and silent 
auction, plus, yes, dancers from Bellydancing by Little Egypt 

Irma Reyes made her final presentation to the group as Executive 
Director, as she is retiring in January after 33 years of distinguished 
service.  She emphasized her pride in SACIV as an organization well 
known in Washington, D.C. for effective International Visitor 
programming and hospitality, and expressed confidence that the 
membership would uphold this reputation in the future.  She also 
thanked Chairman Ben Buecker, the SACIV Board, Incarnate Word 
University, and City and County officials and businesses for their 
help and participation.  In closing, special thanks went to husband 
Jesse Reyes and her family for their years of patience and support.  
Irma will continue as a Board member in 2010.

Mamie Campbell was recognized as the incoming Executive 
Director.  She also earned extra credit as coordinator of a very 
successful and innovative holiday celebration -- held on the occasion 
of her 38th wedding anniversary 

Dr. Buecher announced that he will step down as SACIV Board 
Chairman in 2010. He will have completed, very effectively, the 
maximum 3-year stint in that position, but will remain on the Board.  
A new chairman is expected to be elected in January.  In addition to 
serving as MC of the proceedings, Ben was able to introduce a 
distinguished guest, Col. Harvey Maahs, a WWII pilot who recently 
received the German Friendship Award for his service during the 
Berlin Airlift of 1947-48.

By popular vote, Josie Nunez again won top honors for table 
decoration with her Winter Wonderland theme.  Cindy and Jerry 
Gomez took second place with an international Christmas tree, while 
James and Maxine Oesterling came in third.  The winners were 
awarded weekend stays at area hotels, including the El Tropicano 
Riverwalk, Holiday Inn Riverwalk and La Posada Historic Hotel in 
Laredo, Texas.

All in all, the festivities marked a successful close to 2009 and 
prepared us for an even better year in 2010.

Morocco and Gaza  - A few years ago, we hosted two women, one 
from Gaza and one from Morocco.  Since we were then living out of 
the city. this included dinner, lodging, and transportation to the 
airport.  Both were very anxious to send emails home.  Of course we 
agreed, but wondered if those two destinations suddenly popping up 
on our internet might get us on a monitoring list   Though we speak 
only tolerable Spanish, it became our language of the evening.  The 
woman from Gaza spoke Arabic and French and the Moroccan 
woman spoke French, Spanish and Arabic.  Our conversations were 
conducted in French to Spanish then back in Spanish and then into 
French.  The process took a while, but it worked 

SACIV has been a rewarding group and the visitors a true treasure.  
We now have children and grandchildren focusing on international 
friendships and understanding.   Where else can you receive 
benefits of that level -- pretty special, we would say,



Thai Visitor Korkhet Chantalertlak

Visiting with Express-News Staff With Professor Jeff Addicott, 
St. Mary's University

At a San Antonio Institution, Mi Tierra

Visiting Indian Journalists

Hosted by the 
Indian Association of San Antonio

At a Luncheon hosted by the 
City's International Affairs Department

People's Republic of China Group

At Morningside Ministries - 
Chandler Estate

Learning Dominoes at 
San Antonio Mission Senior Center

Visiting Christian Senior Services - Meals on Wheels

Montenegro Visitors Program

With Investigator Jerry Garza of the 
Bexar County Sherrif's Department

With, Gloria Almaraz SACIV Program 
Coordinator and Staff - Rape Crisis Center



SACIV Celebrates the Holiday Season-2009


